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FOOTBALL PROGRAM — KIMBERLEY 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.09 pm]: I rise to inform the house of 
a significant partnership between the Australian Football League and the McGowan government in the Kimberley 
region. The McGowan government is partnering with the AFL to deliver a jointly funded, $5 million football program 
in the Kimberley. This program will ensure a strong legacy is created following Western Australia’s historic first 
AFL grand final. There are 82 football teams, 17 Auskick centres and almost 2 600 registered football participants 
across the Kimberley. It is a region rich with enormous football talent, be it at the local, West Australian Football 
League or AFL level. Footballers in the regions, particularly the Kimberley, often face significant challenges to 
participation in sport including distance, travel costs and lack of facilities. 
The program, delivering $1 million per year over five years, will support a range of initiatives including facility 
upgrades and community participation initiatives. The program will focus on four key development areas: 
$400 000 per annum on facilities upgrades, including lighting, ground improvements, and female change rooms 
and amenities; $350 000 per annum on community participation initiatives, including investment in the local football 
leagues, as well as new positions to support the development of football in the Kimberley; and $150 000 per annum 
towards the development of elite pathways. Complementing the Kimberley Spirit and Claremont Football Club 
programs, this funding will provide support to regionally based coaches to oversee pathway programs; $100 000 
per annum is committed to travel subsidies and to help remove barriers to regular competition, particularly for 
remote communities participating in the Kimberley football leagues. This $5 million funding program follows recent 
state government investments in Kimberley football by the WA McGowan government. This includes $339 000 
for floodlighting at Joseph “Nipper” Roe Sports Field in Broome and $592 000 to upgrade change rooms and lighting 
at Clarrie Cassidy Oval in Wyndham. Strong football clubs contribute considerably to stronger communities and 
better social outcomes for community members. Be it through important physical and mental health or positive 
community outcomes, it is clear that the benefits of well-supported community sport go well beyond the results of 
weekend fixtures. This program will build on these benefits, ensuring the AFL grand final is not a one-hit wonder 
and that its legacy will positively impact grassroots football for years to come. 
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